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are not Khudai Khidmatgars. They are eager to listen,
to what we may tell them. But there may be others be-
sides them elsewhere, who may not be well disposed to-
wards us, who may even be hostile to us. In armed orga-
nizations, the only recognized way of dealing with suck
persons is to drive them out by force. Here, to regard
even in thought, the opponent or, for that matter, anybody,
as your enemy, would, in the parlance of non-violence or
love, be called a sin. Far from seeking revenge, a votary
of non-violence would pray to God that He might bring-
about a change of heart in his opponent and if that does
not happen he would be prepared to bear any injury that
his opponent might inflict upon him, not in a cowardly or
helpless spirit, but bravely with a smile on his face. I
believe implicitly in the ancient saying that non-violence
real and complete will melt the stoniest hearts/'

He illustrated his remarks by describing how Mir
Alam Khan, his Pathan assailant in South Africa, had
ultimately repented and become friendly: * " This could
not have happened if I had retaliated. My action can be
fitly described as a process of conversion. Unless you have
felt within you this urge to convert your enemy by your
love, you had better retrace your steps. Non-violence is
not for you.

" ' What about thieves, dacoits and spoilers of defence-
less women ?' you will ask. ' Must a Khudai Khidmat-

* In 1908 Gandhiji made a settlement with General Smuts, on at
promise by the latter, that the anti-Asiatic legislation known as the
Black Act would be removed if the Indian settlers agreed to voluntary
registration. It involved giving of finger prints. Mir Alam, a Pathaiv
who had joined Gandhiji's struggle, misunderstood his motive an<f
made a murderous attack on him, knocking him down senseless ancl
left him for dead. As soon as Gandhiji recovered consciousness he
wrote a letter to the authorities saying that he did not want Mir Alam
to be prosecuted as he evidently was labouring under a misapprehen-
sion and did not know what he was doing. Mir Alam was jailed*
his offence being cognizable, but he was so touched by GandhijiV
forgiveness that he became his devoted friend afterwards and con-
stituted himself into his bodyguard.
(For full story see Gandhiji's  History of Satyagraha in
Africa, chapters 22 and 27).